
Mason Conservation District 

LANDSCAPE WITH NATIVE PLANTS 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
This presentation will provide a broad overview of some ways that native plants can be used in the home landscape:to manage stormwaterhelp protect water qualityMinimize erosion problemscreate beautiful landscapingand provide wildlife habitat.You have probably seen or heard about “Low Impact Development” practices and “green developments” – the use of native plants is a critical component of these developments.  Many of the practices being used can be applied in the home landscape, some with professional help, and some without.



A “Native” plant has adapted to: 

•Local climate (rainfall, 
temperature, etc.) 

•Soils 
•Local wildlife 
•Local conditions 
(tendency to fires, 
landslides, high 
winds, etc.) 



Invasive Plants of the Pacific Northwest 
 

Rubus discolor or R. procerus, 
R. armeniacus  

Himalayan Blackberry 
native to western Europe  



Hedera helix 

English Ivy 
native to most of Europe 
and southwest Asia 



Cytisus 
scoparius  

Scotch Broom 
Native to western and 
central Europe 



Why does habitat diversity matter? 

(http://wdfw.wa.gov/wlm/backyard/landscape-design_landscape.htm) 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
DIVERSITY OF HABITAT MATTERSLike people, animals have specific shelter and food needs.  By creating a diverse habitat with a variety of plant and tree types, heights, and spaces, you can support more than one type of animalThe upper canopy of a tree will attract different bird species, such as hawks, than the ground level areas where you might see song sparrows or Towhees.



Background:  
When it rains in undisturbed areas... 

www.compostwashington.org 

  ...we see minimal “run-off” 

http://www.compostwashington.org/


www.compostwashington.org “Soils for Salmon” 

 

Development Changes  
Where & How stormwater moves.  

 

MOST water now “runs-off” impervious 
surfaces. 

http://www.compostwashington.org/


Douglas fir 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Very versatile evergreen – grows almost anywhere but the wettest sites. Seedlings tolerate some shade but need sunlight to reach maturity. Cones provide food for wildlife. Can reach up to 200 feet tall. Fast growing.



Grand fir  Abies grandis 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Can reach 260 feet tall. Has a deep, extensive root system.Full sun to shade. Cones are held upright, and provide food for wildlife.Common in moist areas but can tolerate drier sites.



Sitka Spruce 
• Picea sitchensis 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
200 feet tall. Fast growing evergreen. Stiff, bluish-green needles. Sitka spruce, Picea sitchensis, is a large conifer often found near the ocean. It clings to cliffs, perches on sea stacks, and grows in moist sand along beaches and rivers. Also called tideland spruce, the Sitka spruce thrives in the wet coastal fog belt. Fog condenses on spruce needles, increasing precipitation. This species prefers full sun to partial shade.



Western Hemlock 
• Tsuga Heterophylla 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
160 feet tall. Moderately fast growing evergreen. Graceful branches droop with deep green needles.It is a very shade-tolerant tree; among associated species in the Pacific Northwest, it is matched or exceeded in shade tolerance only by Pacific yew and Pacific silver fir.[4] Young plants typically grow up under the canopy of other conifers such as Sitka Spruce or Douglas-fir, where they can persist for decades waiting to exploit a gap in the canopy. 



Western Red Cedar 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Can reach 200 feet tall.Wonderful habitat trees for small birds, in particular.Can tolerate wet sites, with winter flooding, but not year-round standing water.Grows well in the part-shade or shade.



Pacific Crabapple 
• Malus fusca 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
30 feet tall. Clusters of white, fragrant blossoms appear in spring, followed by bunches of small edible apples. It has dense, thicket-like growth that deters predators and produces abundant crabapples. Prefers moist soils in sun to part shade.  



Pacific Dogwood 
• Cornus nuttalli 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
60 feet tall. Best adapted for growing on sites with moist well-drained soils, and range sunny to shady. From April until June, it produces large showy white flowers, followed by large red berries in late summer that are a favorite food for many species of animals.Dogwood anthracnose is a disease of flowering and Pacific dogwood (Cornus florida and C. nuttallii). Infection of Pacific dogwood has been reported from Washington, Oregon, Idaho, and British Columbia. In the East, infections have been reported on flowering dogwood in Massachusetts, Connecticut, New York, New Jersey, Pennsylvania, and Delaware. Recently, the disease has been detected in Maryland, Virginia, West Virginia, North and South Carolina, Tennessee and Georgia. An anthracnose fungus, Discula sp., has been identified as the causal agent. Infection of dogwoods is favored by cool, wet spring and fall weather, but can occur throughout the growing season. Drought and winter injury weaken trees and increase disease severity. Consecutive years of heavy infection have resulted in extensive mortality in both woodland and ornamental dogwoods. Control Dogwoods receiving good cultural care will be better able to withstand anthracnose during years in which the disease is favored by weather conditions. Maintain the health of dogwoods by watering during periods of drought. Mulching trees can help to reduce watering needs as well as protect trunks from mechanical injury. Avoid overhead watering to minimize the chance for leaf infections. Improve air circulation around trees to help dry foliage and reduce infection. Effective control is possible only if the disease is detected before extensive dieback occurs. Prune and dispose of diseased twigs and branches to reduce potential sources of inoculum and improve tree appearance. Raking up fallen leaves may be of some benefit. Remove succulent branches as they form to prevent trunk canker formation. Avoid high nitrogen fertilizers which stimulate succulent branching. Trees with poor vigor may be bolstered by applying a balanced fertilizer in early spring. 



Red Alder 
• Alnus rubra 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Fast growing, highly adaptable deciduous tree that is useful for stabilizing disturbed soils and revegetating nutrient-poor soils. Provides food and cover for birds, butterfly caterpillars and other wildlife. Full sun to partial shade. Alnus rubra is an important forestry tree. Its rapid growth makes it useful in covering disturbed land. Alder leaves, shed in the fall, decay readily to form a nitrogen-enriched humus. It is being considered as a rotation crop to discourage the conifer root pathogen Phellinus weirii (Laminated root rot).Alnus rubra are planted as ornamental trees and will do well in wet swales, riparian areas, or on stream banks.If used domestically they should be planted well away from drainpipes, sewage pipes, and water lines, as the roots may invade and clog the lines[citation needed]. Alnus rubra are known for growing easily in burned or destroyed land, and are used as "pioneering" or "reclamation" trees.



Mock Orange 
 • Philadephus lewissii 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
MOCK ORANGEOne of the showiest, more fragrant shrubs.Can grow 5-15 feet tallWhite flowers in spring smell like orange blossoms Great for erosion control and wildlife habitatHandles moist to dry soils.



Nootka Rose 
• Rosa nutkana 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
NOOTKA ROSEFlowers and fruit have great habitat value.This is a great erosion control option, with spreading tendency. Tolerates droughty soils. Sun or part sun is best.Nootka rose thickets provide habitat and food for birds and small wildlife. Deer browse the flowers, young stems, and hips. They are used in wetland mitigation buffers and in native plant landscaping.Nootka rose serves as the larval host of the Mourning Cloak and Grey Hairstreak butterflies.



Pacific Ninebark 
• Physocarpus capitatus 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
NINEBARKA common plant in wet areas. Small flower clusters in spring and attractive peeling bark.Prefers open sites with sunlight.It is a dense deciduous shrub growing to 1 to 2.5 meters tall. The name comes from the appearance of the bark, which is flaky, peeling away in many layers. The shrub has distinctive maple-like lobed leaves 3-14 cm long and broad, and clusters of small white flowers with five petals and numerous red-tipped stamens. The unique fruit is an inflated glossy red pod which turns dry and brown and then splits open to release seeds.It is often found in wetlands, but also forms thickets along rivers and in moist forest habitats. While it grows most robustly in wet environments, it is drought-tolerant to a degree and is a popular California garden plant. (Wikipedia)



Red Flowering Currant 
• Ribes sanguineum 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Red Flowering CurrantOne of the most attractive landscaping plants.Extremely versatile – moist to somewhat dry soils, sun is preferable. Can grow 3 to 10 feet tall. Berries are edible but tasteless.The flowers are produced in early spring at the same time as the leaves emerge, with five red or pink petals. (Wiki)



Red-Osier Dogwood 
• Cornus sericea 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
RED OSIER DOGWOODA thicket forming shrub that likes stream banks and wet areas. Beautiful red bark and pretty fall colors. Easy to propagate.Popular winter food for deer and elk.Wiki:C. sericea is frequently used for waterway bank erosion protection and restoration in the United States and Canada. Its root system provides excellent soil retention, it is hardy and provides an attractive shrub even when bare in winter, and its ability to be reproduced by cuttings makes it a low cost solution for large scale plantings.Some Plateau Indian tribes ate the berries to treat colds and slow bleeding.Known as cansasa in Lakota, the inner bark was also used by the Lakota and other Native Americans as "traditional tobacco", either by itself or in a mixture with other plant materials. Among the Algonquian peoples such as the Ojibwe, the smoking mixtures, known as kinnikinnick, blended the inner bark with tobacco,while more western tribes added it to the bearberry leaf to improve the taste.The Ojibwe used red osier dogwood bark as a dye by taking the inner bark, mixing it with other plants or minerals.



Salmonberry 
• Rubus spectabilis 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Salmonberry6 to 10 feet tall. Reddish-puple flowers and yellow edible berries adorn this thicket-forming, sparsely thorned shrub. Prefers moist to wet places in partial shade. Salmonberries are found in moist forests and stream margins, especially in the coastal forests. They often form large thickets, and thrive in the open spaces under stands of Red Alder (Alnus rubra).



Serviceberry 
• Amelanchier alnifolia 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
ServiceberryShrub 5-10 feet tallVersatile, Attractive white flowers like Mock orangeCan handle variety of soils.Berries are edible and used for syrups.Wiki:Cultivation and usesSeedlings are planted with 13–20 ft (4–6 m) between rows and 1.5–3 ft (0.5–1 m) between plants. An individual bush may bear fruit 30 or more years.Saskatoons are adaptable to most soil types with exception of poorly drained or heavy clay soils lacking organic matter. Shallow soils should be avoided, especially if there is a high or erratic water table. Winter hardiness is exceptional but frost can damage blooms as late as May. Large amounts of sunshine are needed for fruit ripening.With a sweet nutty taste, the fruits have long been eaten by Canada's Aboriginal people, fresh or dried. They are well known as an ingredient in pemmican, a preparation of dried meat to which saskatoon berries are added as flavour and preservative. They are also often used in pies, jam, wines, cider, beers and sugar-infused berries similar to dried cranberries used for cereals, trail mix and snack foods.



Snowberry 
• Symphoricarpos albus 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
SNOWBERRYExcellent erosion control plant White berries provide winter attraction. Berries should not be eaten and are a last resort for wildlife in winter. Loses leaves in winter.Wiki:Symphoricarpos albus is a species of flowering plant in the honeysuckle family known by the common name common snowberry. It is native to North America, where it occurs across much of Canada and the northern United States. It grows in shady and moist mountain and forest habitat, in woodlands and on floodplains and riverbanks. It can grow in a wide variety of habitat types. It is naturalized in parts of Britain, where it has been planted as an ornamental and a cover for game. It is an erect, deciduous shrub, producing a stiff, branching main stem and often several smaller shoots from a rhizome. It can spread and colonize an area to form a dense thicket. It reaches 1–2 m (3.3–6.6 ft) in maximum height. Leaves are oppositely arranged on the spreading branches. They are generally oval, differing in size and shape, and up to 5 cm (2.0 in) long, or slightly larger on the shoots. The inflorescence is a raceme of up to 16 flowers. Each flower has a small, five-toothed calyx of sepals. The bell-shaped, rounded corolla is about 0.5 cm (0.20 in) long and bright pink in color. It has pointed lobes at the mouth and the inside is filled with white hairs. The fruit is a fleshy white berry-like drupe about a centimeter wide which contains two seeds. The plant sometimes reproduces via seed but it is primarily vegetative, reproducing by sprouting from its spreading rhizome. Birds disperse the seeds after they eat the fruit.This shrub is an important food source for a number of animals, including bighorn sheep, white-tailed deer, and grizzly bears. Livestock such as cattle and sheep readily browse it. Many birds and small mammals use it for food and cover. Pocket gophers dig burrows underneath it during the winter.Native Americans used the plant as a medicine and a soap, and sometimes for food, and the wood was good for arrow shafts.This shrub is used for erosion control in riparian areas, and it is planted in ecological restoration projects on disturbed sites such as abandoned mines. Its white fruits make it popular as an ornamental plant.



Tall Oregon Grape 
• Mahonia aquifolium 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
A shrub to 10 feet tallThe leathery leaves resemble holly. Beautiful yellow flowers, purple fruit. Edible. Handles dry soils and somewhat moist. Open to closed forests.Wiki:M. aquifolium is a popular subject in shady or woodland plantings. It is valued for its striking foliage and flowers, which often appear before those of other shrubs. It is resistant to summer drought, tolerates poor soils, and does not create excessive leaf litter. Its berries attract birds.



Twinberry 
• Lonicera involucrate 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
8 to 10 feet tall. Black Twinberry is a woody, branching honeysuckle shrub. Small yellow flowers and purplish black fruit adorn this fast growing shrub that also provides excellent erosion control. This species prefers full sun to partial shade. It thrives in a wide array of soils and sites. As a native plant, it will populate moist sites along streams and swamps, as well as along the ocean near sand dunes. As with most honeysuckles, the twinberries attract hummingbirds, bees and butterflies.� 



Vine Maple  
Acer circinatum 

Deciduous tree / shrub 

Slow growing to 25 ft    

Common Understory / Transition Zone Plant in 
Coniferous Forests 

 Enjoys some shade*  

Often has multiple trunks twisting from base 

  

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Vine MapleOne of the beauties of the northwest.Small tree or shrub that grows 20-20 feet tall.Wonderful habitat value year round – seeds, flowers and popular with chickadees and insects.Wonderful fall color.Very versatile growing areas- from moist to quite dry.Shade will slightly slow growth.



Flowers in April  

Before or during leaf 
break 





Bleeding Heart 
• Dicentra formosa 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
GroundcoverLeaves are finely divided and fernlike, growing from the base of the plant.Flowers are pink, red, or white and heart-shaped and bloom in clusters at the top of leafless, fleshy stems above the leaves from mid-spring to autumn, with peak flowering in spring. The four petals are attached at the base. Seeds are borne in plump, pointed pods.The plant frequently goes dormant for the summer after flowering, emerging and flowering again in autumn.



Coastal Strawberry 
• Fragaria chiloensis 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Fragaria chiloensis, the beach strawberry, Chilean strawberry, or coastal strawberry, is one of two species of strawberry that were hybridized to create the modern garden strawberry (F. × ananassa). It is noted for its large berries. Its natural range is the Pacific Ocean coasts of North and South America, and also Hawaiʻi. Migratory birds are thought to have dispersed F. chiloensis from the Pacific coast of North America to the mountains of Hawaiʻi, Chile, and Argentina.[1]Fragaria chiliensis fructu maximo (F. chiloensis), illustrated in A-F Frézier's account of his voyage to South America (1716)It is an evergreen plant growing to 15–30 centimetres (5.9–12 in) tall, with glossy green trifoliate leaves, each leaflet around 5 centimetres (2.0 in) long. The flowers are white, produced in spring and early summer. The fruit is edible, red on the surface, white inside.Its fruit is still sold as a local delicacy in some South American produce markets.



Evergreen huckleberry 
• Vaccinium ovatum 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Shrub 6-8 feet tallEdible fruit in the fallExcellent habitat value for critters.Great soil-binding ability and erosion control capacity. An understory plant that likes some sun and shade.Wiki:Vaccinium ovatum is a small to medium sized evergreen shrub native to the Western Pacific Coast of the United States and coastal British Columbia. Typical flora associates are such plants as the Western sword fern (Polystichum munitum), Coastal woodfern (Dryopteris arguta), California Snowberry (Symphoricarpos mollis), Common snowberry (Symphoricarpos albus), and Thimbleberry (Rubus parviflorus).



Kinnikinnick 
• Arctostaphylos uva-ursi 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
KinnikinnickGroundcover plant that is slow to establish but provides attractive evergreen foliage and red fruit in the winter.Grows up to 12 inches tall, though usually not.Prefers fast draining or sandy, sunny locations.Wiki:History and folklore Common Bearberry from Thomé Flora von Deutschland, Österreich und der Schweiz 1885 Bearberry was first documented in The Physicians of Myddfai, a 13th century Welsh herbal, it was also described by Clusius in 1601, and recommended for medicinal use in 1763 by Gerhard and others. Often called uva-ursi, from the Latin uva, "grape, berry of the vine", ursi, "bear", i.e. "bear's grape". It first appeared in the London Pharmacopoeia in 1788.In Strathnairn, Scotland there is a hill, known as Brin Mains, but which is known in Scottish Gaelic as "Cnoc nan Cnàimhseag" which means "The hill of the Bearberries".Folk tales suggest Marco Polo thought the Chinese were using it as a diuretic. Bearberry leaves are used medicinally in parts of Europe, and are officially classified as a phytomedicine. Native Americans use bearberry leaves with tobacco and other herbs in religious ceremonies, both as a smudge (type of incense) or smoked in a sacred pipe carrying the smoker's prayers to the Great Spirit. When mixed with tobacco or other herbs, it is referred to as kinnikinnick, from an Algonquian (probably Delaware) word for "mixture". Among the ingredients in kinnikinnick were non-poisonous sumac leaves, and the inner bark of certain bushes such as red osier dogwood (silky cornell),chokecherry, and alder, to improve the taste of the bearberry leaf.



Pacific Rhododendron 
• Rhododendron macrophyllum 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
12 feet tall. Large bell shaped flowers bloom on this evergreen native in late spring. Grows in moist to dry openings or on forest margins. The Pacific Rhododendron is the state flower of the state of Washington. 



Salal 
• Gaultheria shallon 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
SALAL is a leathery-leaved shrub in the heather family. Nice fruiting and flowering evergreen shrub, Can grow to 6-10 feet tall – Usually an understory plant so prefers some shade but can handle sun. Berries are edible and tasty! 



Sword fern 
• Polystichum munitum 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
SWORD FERNCommon ground cover, large fern Grows to 5 feet tall. The favored habitat of this fern is the understory of moist coniferous forests at low elevations. It grows best in a well-drained acidic soil of rich humus and small stones. Sword ferns are very tough, and can survive occasional dry periods, but do well only with consistent moisture, light sunlight, and prefer cool weather to overly warm.



Mason Conservation District’s 2013 
Native Plant Sale 

Appropriate selections for: 
•Lawn Alternatives 
•Rain gardens 
•Restoration & Erosion control 
•Marine shoreline 
•Septic drain fields 
•Wildlife 
•Edible Plants 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Pass out native plant sale info (if haven’t already).



Lawn Alternatives  

Alternatives to lawn can be 
attractive & low maintenance, 
saving money & time. 

• Landscaping Beds 
using native vegetation  

• Rain Gardens 

• Raised Bed Gardens 



Rain Gardens...slow the flow of water and allow it to soak 
into the soil. 
 
 

Image courtesy of Seattle Public Utilities  

and the Low Impact Development Center 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
BIORETENTION AREASA “Bioretention Area” is basically an area in the landscape designed to slow down and hold rainwater so that it has the time to infiltrate into the ground. They are generally planted with a mix of native plants in order to help absorb and filter out nutrients in the water. Special soil mixtures are used to help with the absorption of water and breakdown of nutrients.There is lots of information available and demonstration sites to visit. I can provide additional information if there is interest.



Rain Garden Selections 
 ZONE 1: Water-tolerant  deciduous 

shrubs, ferns & emergents 
 ZONE 2: Transition area ~ 

deciduous & evergreen shrubs, 
ferns 

ZONE 3: Upland deciduous shrubs, 
herbaceous perennials, evergreen shrubs 

Overflow 

In-flow for pipes or surface runoff 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
3 zones



Zone 1:  Wet 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 

Red osier dogwood 

Ninebark 

Vine maple 

Twinberry 



Zone 2:  Occasionally wet   

Sword fern 

Tall Oregon grape 

Snowberry 



Zone 3:  Dry  

Red flowering currant Mock Orange 

Oregon grape 



Restoration & Erosion Control 

Douglas fir 

Coastal Strawberry 

Nootka rose 

Red osier dogwood 



Marine Shoreline 

Salal 

Snowberry 

Douglas fir 



Septic drainfields 

Kinnikinnick 

Sword fern Strawberry Bleeding heart 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
These plants have shallow roots that work well over septic drainfields.



Wildlife 

Oregon grape 

Strawberry 

Salal Douglas fir 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Oregon-grape�(Mahonia aquifolium)The hollyleaf Oregon-grape has leathery, holly-like leaflets on stems ending in dense, branched clusters of small yellow flowers.Did you know? This stout shrub is the state flower of Oregon. The berries of this and other Oregon-grape species are eaten by wildlife and make good jelly. Native Americans made a yellow dye from the bark and wood of this shrubby species. Several are used as ornamental garden plants; in the nursery trade some of them are known by the common name Mahonia.Beach Strawberry�(Fragaria chiloensis)The beach strawberry plant is a low plant connected to others by runners. This strawberry plant often grows in patches and has white flowers on stalks slightly shorter than the leaves. The beach strawberry flowers from March to August.Salal�(Gaultheria shallon)Salal is a shrub-like plant with spreading or erect, hairy stems and whitish to pale pink, hanging urn-shaped flowers. The fruit of the salal is a dark purple berry. Did you know? The berries are a source of food for wildlife and were once also eaten by coastal Native Americans. The leaves are often used in flower arrangements.Douglas Fir�(Pseudotsuga menziesii)The Douglas-fir is a large to very large tree with a narrow, pointed crown of slightly drooping branches. The foliage is consumed by grouse and by deer and elk; birds and mammals eat the seeds.



Edible Natives 

Salal berries 

Evergreen huckleberries Serviceberries 

 Oregon Grape berries 

Nootka  Rose Hips 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
EDIBLES

http://images.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://bcbiodiversity.homestead.com/files/other_tall_Rosa_nutkana_Nootka_Rose_hips_oct_17_2006_RS.jpg&imgrefurl=http://bcbiodiversity.homestead.com/othertall.html&h=170&w=162&sz=28&hl=en&start=8&um=1&tbnid=oLO89GeR5bSfYM:&tbnh=99&tbnw=94&prev=/images%3Fq%3Dnootka%2Brose%2Bhips%26um%3D1%26hl%3Den%26rls%3Dcom.microsoft:en-us%26sa%3DN


Forms of Native Plants Available 

1. Container Stock 
 
Pro:  
•easy to transplant 
•can leave in pot for a 
long period of time 
 

Con:  
- Expensive 
- Heavy to move 

 
 

 
 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
PURCHASING NATIVESYou can buy native plants in containers or as bare root plants or cuttings.  Each has its advantages and disadvantages.Container stock is generally the largest form you can buy.It is also more expensive and heavy to move, especially if you are planting a site that is somewhat remote.Container stock is available year round from nurseries.



Planting Technique: 
 

• Soak roots in water overnight 
• Dig hole 
• Mound soil in bottom 
• Spread roots over mound, separating them 
• Backfill with original soil 

2.  Bare Root 
 
Pro: 
• Inexpensive 
• Easy to handle 
• Light weight 
 
Con: 
• Must be planted quickly 
• Must be stored in cool, 

moist conditions 
• Roots must stay moist 

and tops dormant until 
planting in late fall or 
early spring 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
BARE ROOT PLANTSBare root plants are basically the plants with all the soil removed from around their roots.  They are therefore easy to move around and light in weight.They are generally only available in the winter/early spring when the plants are dormant.Bare-root stock is vulnerable to die-off if not planted quickly. The roots can’t be allowed to dry out, so they should be kept wet in a bucket or in damp soil until planted.



Planting & Soils 

•You don’t need to amend 
(add compost to) soils for 
native plants 

•Water them through the 
fist two summers 

•Add mulch to the soil 
surface around plants to 
help retain soil moisture 
and discourage weeds, 
provide slow-release 
nutrients 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
HOW TO PLANT WITH NATIVES�You rarely need to amend your soils prior to planting native plants, unless all your topsoil has been removed and nothing is left but gravel!Native plants will adapt to the natural soil conditions, as long as you place them in the correct type of soil.You need to take care of these plants for at least the first two summers, keeping them watered until their roots are established.Mulch – add thick mulch around the plants after planting - but not touching the stem. This will help to control soil moisture and will provide some nutrients as the mulch breaks down.A nice option is put a layer of compost first, then a thick layer of mulch. This will provide nutrients for your plants as they get established.



  
Pruning for Views 

 
 

Images © Washington State Department of Ecology 

•Leave 70% of the original canopy. 

•The best time to prune is late fall / early 

winter. 

•Don’t “TOP” Trees – it usually weakens 

them & turns them into hazard trees. 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
CONIFER PRUNINGThese diagrams illustrate common alternatives to removal. Windowing involves removal of certain limbs to create a view.Interlimbing does the same but also allows more light through the tree.Skirting up protects the upper limbs but removes the lower limbs to allow a view “under and around the tree”.Improper pruning, such as “topping” or removing the top of a tree, can cause a lot of problems- including side growth below the cut, which makes the tree vulnerable to splitting.



Free Planting Plans   
King County Department of Natural Resources & Parks Website:  
http://dnr.metrokc.gov/wlr/ 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The King County Department of Natural Resources and Parks website has wonderful native plant landscaping examples for specific property conditions, such as moist, part shade sites, or dry, sunny locations.Go online and take advantage of their ideas when you design your garden.I have copies of basic recommendations for particular site conditions here, and you are welcome to take them after the conclusion of this talk.



Presenter
Presentation Notes
DRY SHADY EXAMPLEHere is another planting design from the metro king county website, dealing with a dry, shady site.



Mason Conservation District 
Native Plant Sale 
• Order deadline:  January 25, 2013 
 

• Plant Sale Pick Up:  February 22nd & 23rd, 2013 
 

Questions?  
Contact Jen Thurman-Williams at 

Mason Conservation District 
450 W Business Park Road 

Shelton, WA 98584 
360-427-9436 Ext. 13 

jentw@masoncd.org 
 



Mason Conservation District 
 

THANK YOU! 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
This presentation will provide a broad overview of some ways that native plants can be used in the home landscape:to manage stormwaterhelp protect water qualityMinimize erosion problemscreate beautiful landscapingand provide wildlife habitat.You have probably seen or heard about “Low Impact Development” practices and “green developments” – the use of native plants is a critical component of these developments.  Many of the practices being used can be applied in the home landscape, some with professional help, and some without.
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